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2009 Annual Report 

 This year the PBS Frontline broadcast “Poisoned Waters” illustrated in a most graphic 

way the desperate need for public engagement in saving Puget Sound. The Puget Sound 

Partnership launched a statewide campaign “Puget Sound Starts Here” 

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/ to raise awareness of the perils our beautiful sound 

faces. The communities of Western Washington are surrounded by this most amazing 

complex estuarine system of interconnected marine waterways and basins, appearing 

healthy and pristine on the surface, but revealing a much different picture below. Puget 

Sound is dying, and the remedy to bring it back to life is the responsibility of each and 

every one of us. The Mission of Harbor WildWatch is: “To inspire stewardship of the 

Puget Sound by providing learning opportunities about the environment to the 

people of our local communities”. Throughout 2009 ambitious efforts continued to fulfill 

this mission through a multifaceted program approach and the release of the newly revised 

“Puget Sound’s Wildside: A Natural History of Puget Sound’s Marine Environment”.  

 From its inception, Harbor 

WildWatch has worked to increase public 
awareness and individual stewardship, 

and in 2009 collaborated with many 

community agencies and organizations 
to continue building on the foundation of 

its educational outreach.  Through 

interpretive programs at area beaches, 
junior naturalist programs, elementary 

school workshops, and the development 

and distribution of this new book, Harbor 

WildWatch has become a growing 
environmental education organization 

serving the public in the Gig Harbor/Key 

Peninsula area. 
 “Puget Sound’s Wildside” is 

generating excitement among 

environmental organizations, Beach 
Watcher and Shore Steward programs, 

aquarium staff, libraries and the 

academic community. “...clean, crisp, 

easy to read text filled with great facts 
that will excite the reader to head down 
to the beach and explore all aspects of 
our marine environment”, said Alan 
Rammer, Marine Community Outreach  
& Environmental Education Specialist 
for WA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife.”   
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 In 2009, Harbor WildWatch reached 15,700 people through 511 

environmental education programs and workshops!  
 

 Get Your Feet Wet is the inter-active outdoor interpretive event held at low tide on 

local area beaches between May and August.  Harbor WildWatch naturalists and volunteers 

contacted 7,989 visitors while leading low-tide beach walks and showcasing marine life in 
touch-tanks during 75 beach programs in 2009. Beach visitors are amazed by the large 

variety of intertidal flora and fauna collected by the naturalists and placed on display in salt 

water touch tanks for close up inspection. Each beach equipment kit used by the staff 
includes a resource box which empowers visitors to research species they have discovered 

during a beach visit. 

  The mission of the seaStars & Beyond 
Jr. Naturalist program:   “To inspire young 

people to be good stewards of the environment 

through learning and studying the various 

ecosystems and their own connections to them”. 
In 2009 this program continued to increase in 

size, growing to a total of 42 teacher-

recommended elementary students engaging in 
seaStar and sunStar workshops, and Jr. 

Naturalist volunteer opportunities.  The object of 

this program is to encourage young people to 
seek careers in marine science.  

 

 

 The Harbor Outreach Program (HOP) 

more than doubled from 147 workshops in seven 

elementary schools in 2008 to 320 naturalist led 
workshops in twelve schools in 2009. Student hours 

for these workshops increased from slightly over 

2,000 in 2008 to 7,460 in 2009. The hour-long, 
interactive workshops address various 

environmental topics, ranging from how our local 

watershed works, to the wonders of exploring our 

rich inter-tidal zones.  
   

 In 2009, Harbor WildWatch continued to 

collaborate with the Washington State Parks system 
to provide Explore the Beach mini-workshops in 

proper beach etiquette. These workshops, held in 

classes preparing for spring visits to the beach, are 

arranged by Harbor WildWatch staff and led by 
Washington State Park rangers.  The combined 

mission of HOP and Explore the Beach is: 

 “To offer students and teachers engaging hands-on 
activities while promoting environmental awareness 

and respect towards Puget Sound”.  
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 Pier into the Night is a new program supported 

and developed with help from People for Puget Sound.  
Underwater lights are suspended off a pier after dark, 

giving participants an opportunity to observe animals 

not usually seen during the day. Held in cooperation 

with the City of Gig Harbor community events at 
Jerisich dock, this program promises to bring an 

exciting new dimension to the winter and early spring 

program calendar. 
 

 

 The Harbor WildWatch Board of Directors is dedicated to carrying out the mission 
and vision of the organization through: 1. Careful management of the resources of the 

organization; 2.Ongoing recruitment of volunteers and additional directors; 3. Robust 

efforts toward financial sustainability; 4. Strong collaborations with other like-focused 

groups. 
 

 As 2010 promises to be another year in a 

difficult financial climate, the Board of Directors 
recognizes there is no room for wasteful 

expenditure of resources, and is energetically 

seeking new ways to raise the funds necessary to 
carry out its ever expanding program in order to 

meet its very important mission. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harbor WildWatch Vision: To be a catalyst for 

environmental education contributing 

significantly to our community’s understanding of 

the environment in which we live and our impact 

on the Puget Sound. 
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 The Board of Directors of Harbor WildWatch would like to express heart-felt gratitude 

to the generous funders, energetic partners, hard working volunteers, and dedicated staff, 
without which none of this would be possible.    
 

Generous funders   
The Russell Family Foundation  

The Greater Tacoma Community Foundation 

Lu Winsor Grant 
REI Employees 

The Mountaineers Foundation 

Washington State Combined Fund 

Private Donors 
 

Energetic partners and collaborators: 

Pierce Conservation District / KGI Watershed Council / Pierce County Shellfish Partners 
Friends of Pierce County 

Crescent Valley Alliance  

REI 
City of Gig Harbor and Laureen Lund 

Puget Sound Partnership 

Citizens for a Healthy Bay 

Kitsap Beach Watchers 
The Seattle Aquarium (especially Janice Mathiesen)/COSEE  

Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, (especially Alan Rammer and Dyanna Lambourn) 

People for Puget Sound 
Washington State Parks (and their wonderful overworked rangers) 
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Harbor WildWatch Board of Directors 

 

President: Bruce Holser 
Secretary: Joyce Murray 

Treasurer: Paul Bourscheidt 

Director: Jim Christiansen 
Director: Barbara Bourscheidt 

Director: Erin Ewald 

Director: Michael Behrens   PhD.   


